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DR. HASSLER MAKES ATTACK ON 
"MENINGITIS 
During recent weeks, at least a dozen Filipinos 
suffering from epidemic meningitis have landed in 
San Francisco. 


control of the disease among them a matter of 
important consideration. Dr. William C. Hassler, 
city health officer, believed that the situation war- 
ranted intensive action and he addressed a letter to 
the superintendent of each hospital in San Francisco 
in which he outlined measures necessary for the con- 


pinos in hospitals and institutions and their probable 
contact, in their rooming houses, with active cases 
and earriers of meningitis made this action a most 


commendable maneuver. Since many carriers develop. 


among contacts with active meningitis cases, this 


precautionary measure may prove of service to the 


hospitals. Following is the text of the letter 


referred to: 


- For your information and guidance, please be informed that 
up to the present time 60 cases of epidemic meningitis have 
occurred necently in this city with 24 deaths, ainctated among 
the Filipino population. 

The custom of Filipinos is to live together in rooming houses, 
and from the premises Pine Cali- 
fornia street three cases have been removed in the past week. 


~ The contacts are all employees of one or the other of the hos- 


pitals of this city in the capacities of dishwashers, tray boys, or 
waiters, while a number of the cases have been found to be 
hospital employees. ‘The number of cases is becoming so 
numerous that I believe it constitutes a,grave menace to the 
patients in your institution, therefore, for their safety and that 
of others of your hospital staff, you are requested to have nose 
and throat swabbings of all your Filipino help taken at once 
for the purpose of locating any existing carriers engaged in 
your institution. It is to be understood that the cultures must 


be planted immediately and that the media must be of body 


temperature at the time. 
If your hospital or bacteriologist is unable to do this work 
the city stands ready to perform the same for you, requesting 


The crowded living conditions in 
many places where Filipinos congregate has made the 


The employment of many Fili- 


‘only that you send them between the hours of 10 a.m. and 12 m. 


to the Isolation Department of the San Francisco Hospital. 
It is further advised that no new Filipino help be engaged 
unless they present a certificate setting forth the fact that they 
are not carriers of meningitis. Those desiring positions in 
your institution can obtain these certificates by submitting to 


examination at the Isolation Hospital on any day excepting 


Sundays, between the hour of 10 a.m. and 12 m. 

Your cooperation in this matter will help to stamp out this 
disease and prevent its spread to the people of this city, _ 
few of whom thus far have been affected. 

For your information I wish to state also that this strain of 
meningococcus seems particularly virulent and fatal to our 


people. 


Thanking you for your immediate attention and assistance 


in this matter, I am, 


Very truly yours, 


Wma. C. HASSLER, 
Health Officer. 


COUNTIES TAKE OVER CITY HEALTH WORK 


The cities of Pinole and Hercules have turned over 
the administration of their health departments to the 
Contra Costa County Health Department, of which 
Dr. I. O. Church is health officer. 

The city of Colma has delegated the work of its 
city health officer to the San Mateo County health 


officer, Dr. F. Holmes Smith, San Bruno. 


DEMONSTRATIONS IN PRENATAL CARE 
COMPLETED 


Dr. Susanne Parsons, who has completed a series 
of demonstrations in prenatal care throughout the 
state under the auspices of the Bureau of Child 
Hygiene, talked before nearly 3000 individuals in 
selected groups. Of these, 499 were physicians, 75 
medical students, 351 nurses, 350 health officers, 715 
students and 839 lay women. Dr. Parsons accom- 
plished a large amount of work and aroused great 
interest in this important phase of maternal hygiene. 
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FRESNO SCHOOLS MAKE DISEASE SURVEY 


Dr. Earl H. Coleman, Director of Physical Welfare 
in the Fresno Public Schools, has made, recently, a 
survey of communicable disease histories and of 


- Immunizations against such disease among the school 


population of Fresno. A total of 7800 elementary 
pupils were enrolled October 1, 1928 and 6792 census 


-c@ards were returned by pupils, together with the 


desired information. Following is the tabulation 
showing the results of the survey: 


Those having had Number Per cent of total 
46.2 
measles... 17.9 
22.8 
4.0 
Those having been vaccinated | 
against 
Whooping 313 —4.6 
Number refusing to state or having had no disease_____. 546 
Number returning cards out of 7800 distributed_.___.____6,792 


As a result of this survey, children who are 
registered as having had chickenpox, measles, mumps 
or whooping cough will be permitted to attend school 
at times when they may be in contact with cases of 
these diseases. It is interesting to note that 43.5 per 


eent of these children have been vaccinated against 


smallpox. Most of these children are in the upper 
erades and were vaccinated about four years ago 
when an epidemic of smallpox provided the incentive 
for a vaccination campaign. The survey indicates 
that relatively few children have been vaccinated 
since that time. | 

A survey of this sort is of great value in checking 
the status of a community in its preparation to with- 
stand an attack of communicable disease. The 
development of epidemics of smallpox and diphtheria 
can be predicted with a degree of accuracy when a 
statistical study such as this is made available. If 
the custom were followed in many cities at the pre- 
sent time the revelations of lack in preparedness 
would prove astounding. 


COUNTY TAKES OVER LOMPOC HEALTH 
WORK 


The city of Lompoc has turned over the work of 
its health department to the Santa Barbara County 
Health Department of which Dr. R. C. Main is 
health officer. Dr. C. B. Constable has been serving 
as city health officer of Lompoc. 


SPOTTED FEVER VACCINE AVAILABLE 


The Spotted Fever Laboratory of the United States 
Public Health Service at Hamilton, Montana, 
announces that vaccine for Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever is now ready for distribution to the physicians 
of California. Physicians desiring vaccine should 
address their requests to The Officer In Charge, U.S. 
Public Health Service, Hamilton, Montana, stating 
specifically the number of persons for whom vaccine 
is desired. As is customary, no charge will be made 
for this service. Each lot of vaccine will be accom- 


panied by full directions for administration and by — 


cards to be filled out with the necessary data for each 
person vaccinated, the cards to be returned to the 
laboratory at Hamilton. | | 


Although the prophylactic value of the vaccine 


now seems to be established, it is desired for the - 
‘next few seasons, at least, to establish contact with 


cases that may occur in vaccinated persons. Phy- 
siclans are requested to report any such cases, imme- 
diately, to the California State Department of Health. 
Physicians are also requested to send blood samples 
from active or recovered cases to the laboratory at 
Hamilton. Either the whole blood or the serum will 
be satisfactory, but the serum is preferred. Such 
samples should be accompanied with information to 
include the name or initials of the patient and the 
date of fever in active cases or the approximate date 
of illness if the specimen is from a recovered case. 


Multiple samples from the same patient at different 


stages of acute infection and after recovery would be 
of particular value. These samples are desired for 
use in complement fixation and agglutination tests. 


- SAFEGUARDS LIVES OF INSTITUTIONAL 
CHILDREN 


Third-floor dormitories in wooden buildings used 
for children’s institutions are forbidden by the new 
regulations issued by the California State Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare, effective January 1, 1929. 
These regulations also require that all.employees of 


the institutions shall be subjected to physical exami- 


nations, and that at least ome trained social case 
worker shall be employed for every 100 children. 


NOTED EPIDEMIOLOGIST COMING TO 
CALIFORNIA 


Guiseppe Caronia, head of the Institute of Epi- 
demiology at Naples, Italy, and head of the Depart- 
ment of Pediatrics in the Polyclinic of the University 
of Rome is coming to the Hooper Foundation for 
Medical Research at the University of California 
School of Medicine, San Francisco. The purpose of 
his work in California is to make a study of measles. 
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ORANGE COUNTY MAKES EXCELLENT 
HEALTH REPORT — 


Dr. K. H. Sutherland, Health Officer of Orange 
County, has issued his report for the year 1928. 
Particularly commendable work was accomplished in 
communicable disease control, infant and maternal 
hygiene, preschool work, health of school children 
and general sanitation. Dr. Sutherland’s comments 
on communicable disease control, which follow, indi- 
cate the large amount of work entailed in exercising 
supervision over 8500 cases. of such diseases during 
a single year in a county of extensive area. He states: 

Custom places the control of contagious disease to the fore 


of public health activities, and, of course, the control of con- 


tagion does hold a prominent place in our daily routine. Con- 
tagious diseases are at once reported to our department by the 
physicians over the county, from whom we receive commendable 
cvoperation, and are also reported by school teachers, and some- 
times by householders themselves, but the majority of contagious 


cases, especially among the so-called minor contagions, are 


ferreted out and put under supervision by public health workers 
in the field. All quarantinable diseases are visited personally 


by the health officer or his assistant, and this diagnostic service 


is offered to and urged upon physicians and others who suspect 
a contagious disease, in order that the health department may 
assume responsibility for imposing isolation and quarantine, 
end thus relieve the physician in private practice from a dis- 
agreeable task. 

The control of contagion, person includes more than the 
isolation and quarantine of the known case, for it demands a 


further search for contacts or potential cases with a subsequent 


supervision of these contacts during the time they are likely to 
show first signs of illness. AJl cases of contagion are visited 
personally by members of the department and‘ re-visited when 
necessary. This routine is dispensed with only at times of a 
universal epidemic, such as was the case with the recent 
influenza invasion, when a visit to every case was a physical 
impossibility. Cases in quarantine are instructed in regard to 


effective modes of isolation and later in regard to terminal 


cleansing and disinfection before their release, but fumigation 
is no longer required. In the control of 8503 cases of contagion, 
members of the Department made 14,252 calls on cases, sus- 
pects, and contacts. Of this total number of contagious cases, 
4173 were cases of influenza, where a personal call was not 
made in each instance, 1267 were cases of chickenpox; 900 
mumps, and 854 whooping cough. 


The leading editorial in the Saturday Evening Post of 
August 25, 1928, is cited as “gratifying and convincing evi- 
dence of a recent change in the public mind regarding the 
objective of public health work. Popular thought,” he says, 
“seems increasingly to be considering the results of health 
work in the terms of prolongation of life rather than simply 
of reduction in the death rate as expressed in terms of a per- 
centage.” 

The editorial entitled, ‘““Nine Years Going Begging,” says in 
part: “The richest and the least worked mine of health, 
happiness and potential wealth lies in the field of preventive 
medicine. The achievements of modern medicine during the 
past thirty or forty years may be fairly called stupendous; and 
yet so much remains to be done for the organized conservation 
of health and life and physical well being that the battles of 
the future press harder for attention than the victories of the 
past. 

“Tuberculosis has been bereft of much of its old terror. 
Diphtheria, the dread menace of childhood, is in full retreat 
and would have long ago been routed except for ignorance and 
prejudice. * * * The results of these and of other advances 
is that during the past generation nine years have been added 
to the span of human life. * * * With nine extra years of 
life going begging, such matters are worth thinking about and 
worth doing something about.” 


against diphtheria. 


SANTA CRUZ ISSUES ANNUAL HEALTH | 
REPORT 


The Santa Cruz City Health Department has issued 
its report for the year 1928. Dr. Norman R. Sullivan 
is city health officer and Mrs. Marie Boden, R. N., 
P. H. N., is the supervisor of sanitation. The report 
covers activities, in milk and dairy inspections, regu- 
lation of places where foods are dispensed, sani- 
tary inspections including automoble camp inspections 
and inspection of soft drink and other beach con- 
cessions. Considerable work was accomplished last 


year in rat extermination. A privately owned labora- 


tory makes routine examinations under contract with 
the city. Santa Cruz has an estimated population 
of almost twenty thousand. The 1928 infant mor- 
tality rate was 45 and the general death rate was 13.5. 
Physical examinations were given to 88 dairymen and 
milk handlers. In cooperation with the city school 
department a thousand children were immunized 
These immunizations were 
administered by Drs. Cowden, Piper, Watters and 
Randall, all of whom donated their services. The 
supervisor of sanitation is the only full-time employee 


of the department. 


SOCIAL WORKERS OF U.S. TO MEET HERE 


The National Conference of Social Work will hold 
its fifty-sixth annual meeting in San Francisco, June 
26 to July 3, 1929. The conference will bring 
together from all over the United States several 
thousand individuals who are interested in child wel- 
fare, health, delinquency, community life, recreation, 
mental hygiene and industrial problems. 
eral program is now being arranged, as well as the | 
programs for the thirty-two special groups which will _ 
meet at the same time. Some of the topics already 
announced are race improvement, mental hygiene in 
the schools, unemployment and social problems of 
migratory workers. 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY HAS A NEW HEALTH 

OFFICER 


Dr. Lawrence A. Wing of Eureka, on February 


13th, sueceeded Dr. W. J. Quinn as Health Officer 
of Humboldt County. 


MORBIDITY* 
Diphtheria. 


63 cases of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: Ala- 
meda County 1, Alameda 1, Oakland 3, Piedmont 1, Contra 
Costa County 4, Fresno County Z; Fresno 1, Inyo County 1, 
Los Angeles County 9, Alhambra 1, Compton 2, Long Beach 38, 
Santa Monica 2, Whittier 1, Monterey y A Orange County 1, 
Garden Grove 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino 
County 4, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 3, San Francisco 5, 


* From reports received on February 11th and 13th for week 
ending February 9th 


The gen- 
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‘San Mateo County 1, Santa Clara County 3, Gilroy 1, San Jose 


2, Tulare County 3, Woodland 1. 


Scarlet Fever. 


308 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda County 4, Alameda 4, Berkeley 3, Oakland 20, San 
Leandro 1, Jackson 1, Butte County 1, Colusa County 1, Contra 
Costa County 2, Richmond 1, Fresno County 12, Fresno 2, 
Glenn County 2, Eureka 2, Inyo County 3, Kern County 6, 
Bakersfield 2, Taft 4, Los Angeles County 23, Alhambra 1, 
Compton 2, Glendale 3, Hermosa 1, Huntington ‘Park 5, Ingle- 
wood 1, Long Beach 2, Pasadena 1, Pomona 1, San Fernando 4, 
South Pasadena 1, Whittier 3, Lynwood L South Gate 2, May- 
wood 4, Bell 1, Madera County 3, Napa County 1, Orange 
County 1, Orange 4, Garden Grove 1, Riverside County 1, River- 
side 3, Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 16, San Bernardino 
County 2, Redlands 2, Rialto 1, San Bernardino 2, San Diego 
County 1, San Diego 27, San Francisco 50, San Joaquin County 
3. Manteca 2, Stockton 7, San Mateo County 1, San Mateo 1, 
South San Francisco 7, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Clara 
County 3, Gilroy 5, San Jose 10, Watsonville 1, Solano County 


1, Rio Vista 3, Sonoma County 2, Petaluma 5, Tehama County 


1, Tulare County 1. Porterville 3, Yolo County 1, Marysville 1. 
Measles. 


49 cases of measles have been reported, as follows: Alameda 
County 1, Hayward 3, Oakland 4, Chico 1, Eureka 1, Los 
Angeles County 1, Glendale 2, Monterey County 1, King City 
4, La Habra 1, Riverside County 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 
County 1, Sacramento 1, Coronado 1, National City 1, San 
Francisco 2, San Joaquin County 1, Santa Barbara County §8, 
Lompoc 1, Santa Barbara 9, Santa Clara County 1, San Jose‘1, 
Red Bluff 1. 


Smallpox. | 
88 cases of smallpox have been reported, as follows: Alameda 


County 11, Emeryville 1, Oakland 10, Butte County 1, Chico 2, - 


Glenn County 9, Humboldt County 2, Eureka 15, Fortuna 1, 
Riverside County 1, Riverside 8, San Bernardino County 3, San 
Bernardino 1, San Jose 1, Santa Cruz County 2, Watsonville 5, 
Stanislaus County 1, Modesto 7, Yuba one 1, Tulare County 4, 
Visalia 1, Marysville i; 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS 


Typhoid Fever. 


6 case’ of typhoid fever have been reported, as Pa Oak- 
land 1, Brawley 1, Los Angeles County 1, South Gate 1, San 
Francisco 1, Stanislaus County 1. 


Whooping Cough. 


159 cases of whooping cough have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda County 1, Alameda 1, Berkeley 2, Hayward 1, Oakland 
12, San Leandro 3, Richmond 2. Humboldt County 2, Dureka vA 
Kern County 5, Bakersfield 2, Los Angeles County 28, Alhambra 
1, Azusa 4, Glendale 2, Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 5, 
Pasadena 2, Pomona 2, Santa Monica 2, South Gate 3, Bell 5, 
Marin County 1, Monterey County 2, King City 1, Anaheim 3, 
Brea 2, Riverside 1, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino 3, San 
Diego County 4, National City 1, San Diego 5, San Francisco 
30, Lodi 2, Burlingame 2, Santa Clara County 4, Gilroy 1, San 
Jose 4, Red Bluff 1, Tuolumne County 1. 


Meningitis (Epidemic). 


15 eases of epidemic meningitis have been widokied: as fol- 
lows: Fresno County 1, Bishop 1, Los Angeles County 2, 


. Madera County 1, Sacraniento County 2, San Francisco 38, 


San Jose 1, Santa Cruz County 1, Stanislaus County 1, Yolo 
County 1, California 1. 


Poliomyelitis. 


2 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, as follows: 
Berkeley 1, Alhambra 1. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic). 


® cases of epidemic encephalitis have been reported, as fol- 
lows: Los Angeles County 1, Long Beach 1, Santa Ana 1. 


Botulism | 


San Bernardino County reported two cases of botulism. 
Jaundice (Epidemic). 
Tulare County reported one case of epidemic jaundice. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma. 


3 cases of Coccidioidal granuloma have been reported, as fol- 
lows: Fresno County 2, San Bernardino County i. 


1929 1928 
Week ending Week ending 
Feb. 9 Feb. 11 
Jan. 19 | Jan. 26 | Feb. 2 y. Jan. 21 | Jan. 28| Feb. 4 y 
| Feb. 13 | | Feb. 14 
0 0 0 0 0 0 | 0 
Coccidioidal Granuloma- 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 GITIS ON INCREASE 
ysentery aciiiary) -- | 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) - 4 1 1 3 2 1 1 — Smallpox jumped from 69 cases 
One 13 3 21 36 309 230 203 333 ted last k to 103 
CFMAN ~ - reporte ast wee O cases 
Influensa 563 251 183 112 41 41 59 58 reported this week. | Now a 
aundice (Epidemic) - - -- : 
enone 0 0 | 0 0 i 1 0 0 seasonable time to vaccinate. 
helena 34 29 81 49 74 108 134 149 Meninciti ‘ns at evidemi 
Mam Neonatorum 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 stage with 17 cases reported this 
Paratyphoid Fever-_--_-- 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 | 
Pneumonia (Lobar)- - - -- 87 67 60 (53 62 147 103 93 week. There were 18 eases re- 
10 13 11 21 19 19 18 
abies 9 
Rocky Mt. Spotted Fever 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ported last week. 
Searlet Fever... .-.---- | 387 353 371 303 210 225 188 
60 45 69 88 40 26 39 20 
i mes 129 175 170 58 113 169 167 92 
1 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
iio 0 2 4 1 4 6 10 2 
‘eee... --------- 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 
Tuberculosis. _..------- 250 217 276 208 190 309 229 184 
Typhoid Fever-.-------- 5 9 6 oe 5 8 14 5 
Whooping OS “egre 226 187 198 159 145 126 115 139 
2,489 | 2,140] 2,316] 1,875 || 2,100] 2,426] 2,368] 2,362 


64559 2-29 5500 
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